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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

"First, I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieve the goal, before this decade is
out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the Earth."
~ President John F. Kennedy

The Apollo 11 launch came on July 16,1969, fifty years ago. The eight-day mission took the crew on
a 935,000-mile journey to the moon. On July 20,1969, over five-million people watched the televised
image and heard Neil Armstrong's words, "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for
mankind" as he became the first human to set foot on the moon, fulfilling President Kennedy's
mission.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Apollo moon landing and the media coverage piqued my interest to
learn more about what lead the NASA Space Program to accomplish President Kennedy's goal.
What I found most impressive is the number of talented people, working across various fields that it
took to have Neil Armstrong and Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin become the first humans to take steps on the
Moon. It took thousands of leaders, inventors, designers, visionaries, artists, scientists,
mathematicians, and risk-takers who were willing to take on this challenging project.

Many of these talented people were part of the Massachusetts educational system and the state's
private sector. Recently, Hiawatha Bray authored a Boston Globe article titled, How Massachusetts
made the Apollo 11 moon landing possible. In the article, he discussed Massachusetts^ unique
position in the aerospace industry at the time, and how NASA issued its first major federal contract
for work on Apollo to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Instrumentation Lab in 1961.
The Instrumentation Lab designed the Apollo Guidance Computer and Raytheon Co. built it. David
Clark Co. of Worcester constructed the first spacesuits worn by the Gemini Astronauts. Engineers
from MITRE upgraded the mission control complex. Massachusetts leaders, inventors, businessmen
and women, designers, visionaries, artists, scientists, and mathematicians contributed to the
achievement of the bold goal.

As we launch a new school year, we owe it to our students to set bold goals. Students need to leave
our school system and begin their life-long exploration with strong communication, critical thinking,
collaboration, creativity, and citizenship skills. Yes, knowledge is essential, but just as necessary are
the many "soft skills." Our students need to be able to listen well, know what brings them joy, how to
find humor, lead and follow, and credit a team for success while taking responsibility for personal and
team failures. They need cultural competency and an understanding that everyone's contribution has
value. Lastly, our students need to take responsibility and ownership of their journey.



All 4,441 of our students are in various stages of their training as they prepare to take their "First
Steps" into the world beyond Algonquin Regional High School. Educators, parents, principals,
coaches, bus drivers, custodians, food service employees, community members, and families all
play essential roles in preparing our student "astronauts" for their missions. I'm looking forward to the
launch of the 2019-2020 school year. Working together, we can help ALL of our students reach their
personal potential.

Respectfully,
Gregory L. Martineau

Superintendent of Schools


