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Academic – Thank you to the cross-curricular work and support by our Marketing and 

Nutrition & Culinary Arts educators for working with students on their project-based learning to 
host a successful Annual Model Food Truck Event and 
Competition this past month. The Marketing students created 
and designed the Food Trucks, presented for the entire school 
to vote for while the Nutrition & Culinary Arts classes prepared light refreshments for this event, 
and the marketing plan.  Drama students recently attended a field trip to see the play Cambodian 
Rock Band, a story of a father fleeing Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge regime, and his daughter piecing 
together her family history 30 years later.  The play is part mystery, part history lesson, and a musical 

event.  One student stated, “somethings you just can’t learn in a classroom and not only did I not know 
anything about this historical topic, but getting to experience it in another way in a very timely manner 
that also relates to modern-day issues is something that everybody should get the opportunity to do.”  
Thank you to Robotic’s Team Advisor Mr. Strickland, district staff 

and ARHS Robotics students for supporting MA STEM Week 2019 from October 21 – 25, 2019!  
The ARHS Robotics team worked to support “Geek is Glam,” a Girl Scout’s STEM EXPO in which 
Team 1100 provided hands-on workshops.  In addition to this work, ARHS students visited the 
NSBORO grades 3 - 5 schools to inspire STEM in all students through interactive demos and 
showcasing the team’s robotics.  Thank you to our Robotics team and district support for 
allowing us this opportunity!  Algonquin's eighth-grade parent night, October 17, 2019, 
welcomed parents from our middle schools to learn from a student discussion panel and Principal Walsh about the ever-growing 
opportunities at Algonquin.  Students of all grade levels led successful tours around the building in which department chairs were stops 
along the way to share a wealth of knowledge specific to their content area and have students share their many successful 
accomplishments.  Thank you to Ms. Carmignani for organizing this event.  Ms. Coppens has shared the amazing continued successes of 
The Harbinger and the positive impact this publication has on educating our students, faculty and community on a myriad of topics. The 
Harbinger was announced as a Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CSPA) Crown Finalist for Hybrid (both digital and print) News for 
the 3rd year in a row! This level of award is the most prestigious and sought after put forth by the CSPA. The selection process considers 

design, photography, concept, coverage, and writing in which 1,145 publications were submitted. All Crown 
Finalists are automatic winners with some attaining Gold and the rest earning Silver Crowns! More news to 
follow!   

Activities & Clubs – The ARHS Programming Club, coached by Mr. Forhan, used skills and 

teamwork to successfully compete in a national hackathon hosted by Carnegie Mellon University. The event, 
PicoCTF, is the world's largest of its kind.  One ARHS team (Owen Hong, Andrew Lee, 
Patrick Li, Jakob Zhang, and Alex Wang) placed 19th in the nation (out of 5,000+ high 
school teams) and 81st globally (which includes professional hackers) and a second 

team (Henry Zhang, Divyansh Shivashok, and Ryan Weiner) came in 104th place, with Tejas Maraliga placing 
64th in the individual competition.    Algonquin Regional High School is ABBA-solutely thrilled to present 
MAMMA MIA!  November 21 – 23, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the auditorium.  “Come Take a Chance on this 
Broadway smash and international hit musical told through ABBA’s timeless hits that will make you feel like a 

Dancing Queen and a Super Trouper! This sunny and funny tale unfolds on a 
Greek island paradise. On the eve of her wedding, a daughter's quest to 
discover the identity of her father brings three men from her mother's past 
back to the island they last visited 20 years ago.”  Tickets available at 
https://arhsmammamia.brownpapertickets.com.  Our Operation Tomahawk 
continues to support and host the ARHS Annual Veteran’s Day Assembly, 
November 15, 2019, in which guest speakers such as Southborough resident and Veteran Steve Whynot 

and Southborough resident, School Committee member and active Army National Guardsman Daniel Kolenda will speak with students.  
In addition to these guest speakers, two of our very own seniors, Dakota Drew and Connor Charest, will share their journeys that led 
them to enlist in the Army and Navy.  Thank you to Ms. Johnston, club advisor, and to Operation Tomahawk for taking the time to 
remember our Veterans.  Student Council, along with the support of Ms. Cronin, Mr.  Barry, and our CAP program held an extremely 
successful food drive.  As Mr. Barry wondered if, “… many other schools could start a school year with a major food drive and have it 
be as successful as ours was.  But here, it was all too common.  We knew that we could call on this faculty.  And you did it again. We 
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are capable of big things in this school.”  Girls Cross Country Club Work – during early season goal setting the team devised four 
community service goals: 1) Food Pantry Collection and Donation Drive, 2) volunteered at the Community Harvest Fest 5k in Grafton to 
support non-profit farms that improve access to healthy foods for families in need within Worcester County, 3) raised money for Back 
On My Feet (BOMF) to use the power of running to combat homelessness and 4) running shoes and clothing donations to youths in 
poverty program in the Dominican Republic.  Thank you to Coach Galvin, Coach Marieni, Coach Colon, the four senior captains (Sara 
Prendergast, Karmyn Shreeve, Kathryn McCarthy, and Rudy Utzschneider) and the entire team for making these goals come to fruition 
and having a positive impact as a team.  ARHS Best Buddies participated in the Central Mass Friendship Walk last month in Lancaster, 
MA, in which 20 students and staff members walked the two-mile course, enjoyed field games including launching pumpkin as well as 
other festivities. The event also raised $20k for the MA Best Buddies expansion with Top 
Fundraisers: Jordan Manousos, Sam Morse, Kaleigh Barker, and Mr. Hausmann. Algonquin 
was the top fundraising school raising $4795.43 (24% of the overall amount raised)!   Last 

month, over 20 teachers, students, parents, and children participated in our Fall Paint Night, 

hosted by National Art Honor Society. NAHS students supported participants of varying skill 
levels through the creation of a Halloween-themed painting.   A wonderful night for all 
involved!  In addition to this fun work, Ms. DeCiero and Ms. Duffy held a pumpkin carving 
session for the Art Club!  The Class of 2023, freshmen, have held onto their crushing pace of 
planning events and supporting peers.  They designed their class shirts and have already sold over 100 t-shirts!  They are preparing to 
have the most pride for Pep-Rally!  The Class of 2022, sophomores, have worked diligently towards providing peers with a semi-formal 
dance and look forward to upcoming school events, including but not limited to Pep-Rally.  The Class of 2021, juniors, have leveraged 
online sales to promote their class t-shirt and are working on plans for both prom and community service projects!  The Class of 2020, 
seniors, worked collaboratively with students, faculty and community members to not only bring back the Tradition of Senior Week 
(May 18-22, 2020) but to also expand on the opportunities for all students to participate in this tradition.  The Senior Ball is set for 
May 21, 2020, at Wachusett Mountain.  The students launched a t-shirt design contest leveraging canvas with Emmett Renaud's design 
winning for the Class of 2020 Senior T-shirt. To be sure that every senior in the class of 2020 has a senior t-shirt, the Steering 
Committee collected sizes from every class member and will pay for the t-shirts out of the funds raised over the past four 
years.   Thank you to the senior class for modeling inclusivity.   

Athletics – Our October T-Hawks of the month for representing 

strong leadership, teamwork, sportsmanship and excellent character on and 
off the field are:  Sara Berg -Girls Soccer, Jacub Carulli -Boys Soccer, Kaley 
Sommers -Color Guard, Nicole Howard- Cheerleading, Hayley Gillerin- Field 
Hockey, Charlie McLarnon- Boys XC, Kathryn McCarthy- Girls XC.  Athletic 
Council (AC) continues to empower student-athletes to get involved in their 
many committees while supporting team captain leadership development as 

well as recognizing the IRON T-HAWKs (3 sport athletes) posted outside the athletic office.  Code Tomahawk, hosted by AC, will begin 

in the winter season!  Our 3 AC ambassadors (Lucy Gauvin, Nick Alcock, and Danielle Adams) will attend their second student 
leadership workshop this month at Gillette Stadium and will share out what they learned at the next meeting.  Our Captains Breakfast 
was a huge success last month in which students role-played how to handle difficult conversations on their team and be true leaders 
for all of their team members.  National Signing Day took place last week with all DI, DII and DIII student-athletes signing their National 
Letter of Intent.  Be sure to buy your Hall of Fame tickets early, this event scheduled for November 29, 2019, will induct 10 former 
ARHS coaches, players and volunteers!  Our Cheerleaders have started their competitive season with the Performance Team earning 
2nd place and Gameday finishing in 4th.  Unified Basketball had an amazing opening to their season and ARHS for the second year will 
hold Special Olympics/Unified Basketball Jamboree on November 21, 2019, in which 7 areas schools compete.  We had a stellar fall 
season with Field Hockey, Boys and Girls Soccer, and Volleyball MidWach earning regular-season champions.  Golf earned Midwach 
Tournament Champion; and, both Volleyball and Boys XC earned MidWach A-League Champion.  Girls XC finished 3rd in the MidWach A-
League meet with the XC Boys 1st place win being the first time in 20 years.  Wishing Girls Soccer good luck in the district finals, hoping 
it’s a win by the time this report is published!  Football continues to push for 
a winning season with a strong showing at North Middlesex Regional High 
School.  Congratulations to both Girls Soccer Coach Taggart and Boys Soccer 
Coach Morin for earning MidWach Coach of the Year honors.  As AD Mocerino 
always says, "See you at the games!"   

Department Updates 
 
Social Studies – Our students and faculty members worked to finalize term I projects and papers as we marked the completion of the 
first quarter!  The Unleveled USI team is back at the creativity helm again introducing the first ever U.S. I Book Club!  Freshmen are 
encouraged to select any book (fiction or non-fiction) that aligns with the same time period as the class in order to engage in new 
ways to learn and share the love of history with peers throughout the semester.   
 



Applied Arts & Technology – Thank you to Ms. Griffin, library staff and all of our Computer Essential 
educators and students for hosting and putting on another successful visit 
by the International Journalists earlier this month. Our students prepared 
thoughtful questions for the journalists on how information is attained, 
vetted, and valued when sharing the news. This work aligns with the 
Media Literacy Unit in our Computer Essentials class and allows for visiting 
classes to apply their content in real-time as well.   
Congratulations to both Ms. Riley and Ms. Griffin for earning an NEF grant 
to purchase Steelcase furniture from Red Thread as they continue to expand on their “Think Tank” work!  
The furniture helps to create a fluid classroom in which spaces can be reconfigured to support interactive 
student work, facilitate social learning and collaboration and project-based research activities that foster 
innovative thinking and application for both students and faculty  
 

Guidance – The Guidance team, in collaboration with administration and district support staff had an effective roll out of the See 
Something Say Something anonymous reporting system.  All guidance team members and adjustment staff participated in ACRA 

(Adolescent Community Reinforcement Approach) training to continue to bring research based effective 
and therapeutic interventions to all of our students!  Thank you for always modeling lifelong learning.   

 
Fine Arts – Thank you to our many choral performers, including 
our amazing soloists at all levels and featured guest 
instrumentalist students, for an exceptional Choral Concert last 
month!  Our Instrumental Concert was equally successful with 
phenomenal performances from our three bands, Orchestra 
and Wind Ensemble.  Instrumental students executed amazing 
solos and the concert included a piece written by Algonquin 
senior Abigael McCue, performed by our Wind Ensemble.  
Calling all T-Hawks!  For the first time, the fine arts department 

is hosting a “First Annual Hand Turkey” contest!  All entries to be turned into an art teacher by 
11/25/2019.  All mediums encouraged and we are asking you to get creative to earn one of your very 

own amazing turkey trophies! 
 
Science – WiSE (Women in Science and Engineering club) 
student Ramapriya Balagurunath shared the clubs' work of 
hosting electrical engineer Ms. Alina Echavarria who shared 
her journey to finding the career of her passion. Ms. 
Echavarria described her STEM journey that started with 

math and science to using her expertise in the pharmaceutical industry while illustrating the many career pathways our female 
students can take to attain their dream careers. In addition to this journey, she reiterated 
to stay the course, be open-minded and enjoy the many opportunities that come your 
way. Ms. Echavarria stressed that you should know yourself, never let anyone discourage 
you, and keep an open mind about your career path. It was a fantastic opportunity 
brought to students by WiSE.  SNHS, with 51 new inductees, participated in a prestigious 
induction ceremony.  Our Chemistry “Witches of D200” were up to their same tricks with 
casting some “chemical” spells on Halloween. Each period students were treated to a 
Halloween show presented by Ms.  Zanini, Ms. Selby, Ms. Burchat, Ms. Ablaza and Mr. 
Cushing.   

 
Student Support & ESL – Student Support had a busy month!  Best Buddies painted pumpkins and ornaments, 
then shared this great work by decorating around the school.  Our Color Guard continues to wow our fans at 
home football games with new choreography!  Thank you to our Unified Singers for singing the National 
Anthem for our first Unified Basketball game!  Some wonderful 
school spirit from our SS staff for a fun “spoof” on “The Office” for 



Halloween.  Our TLC students tested their culinary skills by whipping up some delicious snacks and we look forward to DECA Life Skills 
for putting together their State Level entry on “Hospitality.”  Shout out to student Andrew Roberts for hosting a Doug Flutie, Jr. 
Foundation for Autism and ARHS Football Booster’s fundraiser at the APEX on November 25,219 in which he will share his movie, 
“Gonk Knocks!”  
 
World Language – French Visitors from Saint Paul High School in Saint Etienne, France came to stay 
with host families.  They attended Algonquin, participating in classes and sharing their experiences 
with students, and explored different parts of New England throughout two weeks.  Students 
researched a Spanish dish and prepared it for the class.  They also utilized affirmative Tú commands 

by translating the recipe into Spanish. 
 
Library – Last month, Ms. Honey announced a successful first reading challenge 
where students wrote a book review to enter in a raffle sponsored by MOOYAH.  
The grand prize is a free year of MOOYAH.  Thank you to Mr. Welty’s Astronomy class for visiting to work on their 
research about black holes, constellations, and satellites.  Big Group joined in a 1st Amendment discussion and 
how prior court case outcomes would impact current student lives.  Thank you to the library team for supporting 
Ms. Griffin’s computer exploration work on identifying bias and for supporting the work in Ms. Steel’s Spanish 5 
class on researching various content specific topics.   Our library team was in festive spirits for Halloween, 
transforming the library into Candy Land and hosting a visit from Tiny Tomahawks and the Collaborative.  Library 

by the Numbers (10/1-31/2019): 9700+ students accessed resources, 130 classes used the library, 
5000+ students came to the library on their own time and 2200+ chromebooks were loaned out.  
 
English – The Algonquin Writing Center (AWC) hosted a college essay writing workshop to help 
ARHS students prepare for the college essay work!  Rudy Utzschneider, one of the senior students 
supporting the event, posed for the great picture.  Please come and visit this bright and inviting 
space!   The English writing contest had thirty semi-finalists across the grades with stories on 

deportation of a friend to an attack by an angry swarm of bees.  Thank you to Mr. Largesse, Mr. Kellett, Ms. Honey, Mr. Silva and Ms. 
Frantz for judging the competition.  Each winner earns a principal prize to throw their own English class party full of pizza or donuts or 
other great snacks!  Congratulations to:  Belle Sandford (Mr. Czarnecki), Cynthia Rajeshkanna (Ms. Philbin), Kathryn Zaia (Ms. Fitzgerald) 
and Caroline Ransden (Ms. Stein). 
 

Math – In the first WOCOMAL freshman 
math meet of the year last month, the team 
earned FIRST PLACE!  Algonquin sent a team 
of four to the WPI Invitational Math meet 
held last month and the team earned 6th 
place (out of 85+ schools).   Andrew Lee 
was one of 7 students in the whole 
competition who tied for Top Individual 
Honors.  In the spirit of Halloween and MATH, the math 

department dressed up as The Factorials (as opposed to The Incredibles)!   
 

 
Physical Education & Health – Our freshmen have officially conquered the game of badminton while the 

sophomores work on de-stressing their lives through improved healthy lifestyle choices.  Our juniors are 
saying goodbye to the ropes course for now as our seniors transition to some football!   

 
 
 

 
Administration – Everyone who reads this newsletter fosters the spirit of giving.  Parents, school committee, 

supportive community members, educators, and students alike are supportive and caring of each other and 
constantly reach out to volunteer, mentor and give.  In true spirit of the season, thank you for all that you give and 

know you are appreciated.  Please take the time to thank at least two people today and everyday thereafter.   
Go T-Hawks! 


