
Algonquin Regional High School 

School Committee Principal Report 

December 2019 

 
Academic – Our Winter Show, THE LARAMIE Project (by Moises Kaufman), has held auditions!  Students will 

experience a documentary-style film to develop their acting repertoire as well as experience a co-directed opportunity by 
both Ms. Morrison and Mr. Kelly!  We will be entering into this year’s 
Mass State Drama Festival as well as hosting MHSDG in our Black Box 

in March, as we did last year!  A great tradition to start and keep!!!  Thank you to 
our Science Department and Biology educators for hosting a 5-12 grade vertical 
alignment curriculum workshop to best strengthen and support our 9th-grade 

student successes on both the MCAS and 
project-based accomplishments.  The ARHS 
Jazz Band stole the show at the ARHS Athletics Hall of Fame induction with a stellar 
performance and luncheon music for all of our guests and honorees.  Thank you to Mr. Vincent 
as well as students:  Matt Silka, drums; Scott Alberti, trombone; Jared Lin, alto sax; Michel 

Shaker, trumpet; Jason Michalik, tenor sax and Cole Friedrich, guitar.  (You can see the ARHS 
giving tree in the background of the photo).  Our cross-curricular work continues to model 

exemplary practices and recently we had our psychology students, Mr. Godbout’s class, work with our 
Tiny Tomahawk students, Ms. Muise’s class, to present various 
children’s books with fun lessons integrated into the stories.  Thank you 
to our Fine & Performing Arts department for running our first ever 
Annual Hand Turkey Competition!  Many students participated and our 
3 winners were:  Hayden Shea-Meadow, Natalie MacDonald, and Olivia 
Kardos. Congratulations to all!  

Activities & Clubs – Last week the Algonquin FIRST 

Robotics hosted a FIRST LEGO League (FLL) state qualification 
tournament in which 48 teams from 26 different towns comprised 

of students from 4th to 8th grade attended and showed off the 
culmination of 3 months’ worth of work.  Our ARHS Robotics 
team was able to provide this amazing opportunity for our 
young students while inspiring them and giving back to the community.  Thank you to our 
Life-Skills DECA club for running concessions; 

and, this is the 5th year Robotics has hosted this 
event!  Operation Tomahawk hosted a successful Krispy Kreme 

fundraiser and an amazing Veteran’s Day assembly!  The club always prioritizes 
supports for our veterans!  Our NHS is sponsoring an annual toy drive and the giving 
tree in the cafeteria has posted tags for students in need!  Thank you for always 
caring for all of our children!  Thank you to Ms. Ruffo and student Abbygaile Kieler 
for coordinating Purses for Purposes!  ARHS Sophomore Andrew Lee qualified for 
Who Wants To Be A Mathematician contest making it his second appearance, 
wishing him the best of luck. He also had a perfect score in the Math Team’s recent 
competition and the team came in 3rd place overall.  Our annual Algonquin DECA 
Young Professional Networking Night, in its 4th year, presented keynote speaker and ARHS graduate, 
Renika Sehgal who is the CFO of General Electric Health Care!  Many community members came to present as well 
on entrepreneurship, leadership, and the importance of networking.  In addition to this amazing community support, Jim Polito spoke 

on the importance of strong communication skills at our NBHS induction 
ceremony where we welcomed 43 new members.   Thank you to our seniors for 
continuing their work on our spring Senior Week, they continue to unify as they 
all received a Class of 2020 t-shirt for the pep rally and are already working on 
the Variety Show in February.  Speaking of Pep Rally (!!!) thank you Ms. 
Carmignani, Mr. Barry and Student Council for a hugely successful event from the 

senior cheer tunnel, to the drone video, to the many student inclusive events – again a huge success!  Both our freshman and juniors 
have finished their very successful class t-shirt fundraisers and rocked their school spirit at the pep rally.  Both classes are working on 
their upcoming dances and continue to promote schoolwide spirit.   

  



 
Athletics – Congratulations to both our football and cheerleading 

teams for a successful Thanksgiving Day game – the trophy comes home 
again!!!  The Hall of Fame 2019 Induction Ceremony was a lovely event with 
our honorees 
presenting a 
wealth of ARHS 

history and 
accomplishments to 
guests during their 
presentations.  As 
our fall season wraps up with fun 
banquets and wonderful memories (see 
the Field Hockey Banquet picture), our 

Winter sports season is off to a very snowy 
but very positive start!  

 

Department Updates 
Social Studies – Thank you to Mr. Godbout, Mrs. Salt, and Ms. Honey for hosting ARHS alum and published author, Dana Altman, to 
present her new book on mental health, “Bake it ‘til You Make it!” and share her wealth of knowledge with numerous classes.  Ms. 
Burns hosted, with the support of Facing History, a Holocaust survivor Mr. Jack Trompetter, to 
speak about the Holocaust and Human Behavior.  Ms. Burns has hosted this in the past and this 
has always been a crucial and impactful event.  Mr. Trompetter’s message of treat people with 
kindness is always a necessary message and one that should be emulated by all.   
 
Applied Arts & Technology – Our Nutrition and Culinary Arts I classes are applying their cross-
curricular skills by designing gingerbread houses and placing them on display for a “penny vote” 
in the library with all proceeds being donated!   Come by and see the finished work!  
 
Guidance – The Guidance team is working on nominating students for awards and scholarships.  As a whole department, they work 
with peers and educators to determine the best candidates for the many community and national awards.  In addition to this amazing 
work, they are running their freshman workshops on “Break Free from Depression” while they prepare for their Junior College 
Planning workshops next month.   
 
Fine Arts – Congratulations to those students earning a spot at Central District Ensembles at Mechanics Hall on Saturday, January 18, 
2020: Ayah Basmeh, clarinet; Madeline Jiang, violin; Anastasia Gaskamp, bass; Cam Jackson, tuba; Anna Roumiantsev, clarinet; Gracie 
Sheng, oboe; Scott Alberti, jazz trombone; Andrew Lee, jazz trumpet; Justin Wang, violin; Preston Green, bass; Hannah O’Grady, 

soprano; Miranda Slingluff, alto; Sravya Tanikella, alto; Matt Webster, bass; Aimee Yu, alto.  
 

Science – Our AP Environmental Vegan Thanksgiving celebration provided the 

opportunity for students to come together to foster kindness without the use of any animal 
products!  Congratulations to Mr. Kelly for earning a Corridor 9 grant, his grant is called 
“Visualizing Neural Activity in the Classroom.”   
 
Student Support & ESL – 

Congratulations to Student Support Department Chair, Ms. Rutigliano, for 
receiving a corridor 9 grant on ‘Sharing the Joy of Music with Unified 
“Voices.”’  Thank you to our TLC program and their work with our students 

on developing lifelong skills and strategies 
beyond ARHS walls.  At least once a month, the 
students provide a takeout ordering service in 
which they collect orders, calculate the monies 
and tip, collect the monies, place the orders and deliver the food.  Unified Basketball hosted a wonderful 
Jamboree.  Congratulations to Andrew Roberts for a successful fundraiser and showcasing Gonk Knocks.    
 



World Language – During, “el día de los muertos”, Spanish students 
learned how to make papel picado.  Also, our Spanish students took a trip 
to watch Latin Rhythms, to learn about Latin music and dance followed 
by an authentic lunch.   
 

Library – Our computer exploration 
educators worked with students to expose 
them across three databases as they work to complete their NY Times Op-
Ed assignment.  Thank you to the library for hosting our monthly faculty 
book club!  Way to go library!  Library by the Numbers (November 1-30): 
7600+ students accessed resources, 79 classes used the library, 3600+ 
students came to the library on their own time and 2330+ Chromebooks 
were loaned out. 
 

English – Congratulations to Mr. Seth Czarnecki who was honored by the Secondary School Writing Centers Association (SSWCA) for 
his amazing leadership and support in growing and modeling writing centers for both ARHS and schools in the Northeast.   
 
Math – Ms. Eileen Falcone organized and started the Math Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta!  Fifteen members and fifteen associate 
members have been accepted into the society.  Members are required to participate in math competitions and offer volunteer peer 
tutoring!  Thank you to Ms. Hesemeyer, Ms. Barry, Ms. Koumjian and Ms. Dore for participating in recent PD, “Effectively using the 
latest TI Technology in Math, Science, and STEM.”  Our educators truly model being life-long learners.   

 
Physical Education & Health – Our PE Health & Fitness 9 classes are taking a mindful moment in yoga 
while PE Health & Fitness 10 worked on stress management skills.  Thank you to our PE Health & Fitness 
11 for participating and learning about navigating society with physical disabilities and our PE & Health 
12 are crushing “Nitro Ball” in true T-hawk spirit! 
 
Administration – As we continue to build connections and support giving along with fostering kindness, 
now more than ever our students and faculty have modeled this work.  We have multiple donation 
drives occurring from toys to food and everything in between!  Our students stop to hold the door for 
their peers, say good morning and look out for each other.  Our faculty constantly build positive 
connections and foster school spirit.  During this holiday season, we ask that you continue to join us as 
we pay forward more kindness, giving and support!  
 

 
Thank you to F&P Arts for sharing their Advanced Art I pictures!   

Let’s end this month’s report with a wonderful beach picture in the hope of warmer weather to come! 
 

 


